
HOUSING GUIDE
OFF-GROUNDS



Dear Students and Parents:

Deciding where to live after the first year at UVA is an 
important, and often emotional, question for students. 
For families who are new to the University, this decision 
can be especially difficult.

Given the financial commitment involved, we encourage parents 
to be closely involved in this process with their students. We also encourage 
you–both students and parents–not to act too hastily.

While many students choose to live off Grounds during their second year and 
beyond, a number of compelling reasons exist to continue to live on Grounds. 
We also urge students who ultimately choose to live off Grounds to take time to 
assess properties for safety and maintenance issues, and to carefully review 
the terms, and specific duration, of their lease.

This guide will provide information that is helpful to both students and parents in 
making housing decisions after the first year. Please call on us, or the resources 
listed in this guide, if you have questions or need further assistance.

Whether a student chooses to live on or off Grounds, we want the experience 
to be a positive one.

Sincerely,

Allen W. Groves
University Dean of Students

See the Student Safety Guide 
for additional tips and resources.
http://bit.ly/2cBnztG

SAFETY GUIDE
STUDENT

COMPARISON GUIDE: 
ON GROUNDS OR OFF GROUNDS?

FACTORS ON GROUNDS OFF GROUNDS

Decision dates November for Residential 
Colleges; early spring semester 
for all other locations

Varies; options available 
through spring

Furnished Yes No

Average cost per room $653-790 per month with a  
9-month commitment, based 
on academic year

$597-1,023 per month for 
a 12-month lease

Utilities (based on 
915-square-foot apartment)

Included; $0 additional cost Not included; $175 per month on 
average additional cost per unit

Parking Not included Not included

Wi-Fi Free Wi-Fi in all rooms Varies

How space is secured Submit application, select 
room, sign housing agreement

Sign lease

Security deposit None Required

Flexibility 
(study abroad/withdraw)

Released from University 
housing contract

No flexibility 
(must continue to pay)

Financial aid award Paid directly to UVA Housing 
for the student

Student-managed

Financial accountability Responsible only for self Roommates are collectively 
responsible

University bus stops Always nearby Not always nearby

Maintenance and security 
of property

University is responsible Landlord/management 
company are responsible



EXITS: Exit doors are unlocked and clear of  
 obstructions.

LIGHTS: Parking areas, common areas, and  
 walkways are well-lit. All exterior lighting in  
 working order.

SMOKE ALARMS: Smoke detectors are  
 installed, working, and inspected annually. 

WINDOWS: All bedrooms have at least one  
 operable window and clear path of egress in  
 case of fire. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Each unit/property  
 has an accessible, mounted, inspected, and  
 tagged fire extinguisher in the kitchen.

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS:   
 Installed, working, and inspected annually  

INSPECTION: Property is inspected at least  
 once a year and at move-out. Identified repairs  
 are fixed prior to new tenant moving in, with  
 the exception of life safety repairs, which must 
 be corrected immediately.

MAINTENANCE: Response to maintenance  
 calls occur within 2 business days, except in  

GENERAL CLEANLINESS/SANITATION:  
 Units are clean and sanitary.

HVAC: Working ventilation/heat/air exchange.  
 Heating/cooling systems functioning as  
 intended and according to code.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS: Outlets are in proper  
 working order according to code. Outlet cover  
 plates are installed where needed. Electrical  
 panels are properly wired with no open or 
 uncovered blank spaces. No active hazards  
 (exposed wiring, missing outlet covers, etc.). 

PLUMBING SYSTEMS: All fixtures function  
 properly. No evidence of water leaks or water  
 damage.

SNOW/ICE REMOVAL: On all solid surfaces,
 including stairs, sidewalks, driveways, etc. (See  
 applicable city and county snow removal policies.)

STRUCTURE: Building in good repair, including:
 • Paint on all paintable surfaces, gutters, 
  decks, and balconies.  
 • Metal surfaces free from rust/deterioration.
 • Walls, foundation, windows, glazing are free  
  from cracks, breaks, holes, etc.; structurally  
  sound and secure.
 • Roofs, gutters/drainage systems working to  
  their intended function and not admitting 
  rain/ weather.

ENTRY: Each exterior door is secured by a 
 deadbolt with at least a 1-inch throw and  
 180-degree peephole. Strike plates have 3-inch  
 screws unless door frame is metal. Door locks 
 are not reachable through an open window. 

LOCKS: Working locks are installed on all 
 bedroom doors and on all windows with lift-and- 
 slide protection on ground-level windows. 
 Lower-level sliding doors equipped with Charley 
 Bar or length of wood to prevent opening.  
 Windows have screens. 

OFF-GROUNDS HOUSING CHECKLIST
Refer to this checklist as you visit and inspect potential living areas.

Life Safety Systems Property Maintenance Response

Interior Living Conditions

Exterior Conditions

 wherever there is a furnace, hot water 
 heater, or stove fueled by gas. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION:   
 Connection to sprinkler/standpipe systems is
 accessible and unobstructed. Sprinkler heads  
 are clear of obstruction (storage does not  
 interfere). Standpipe or sprinkler system is  
 operational and inspected properly.

ELECTRICAL PANELS: Accessible and have  
 a minimum 30-inch clearance.

HEATING EQUIPMENT: Minimum   
 clearance of 3-feet from any combustible  
 (storage) is present.

CODES: Property does not violate any   
 building maintenance codes.

 severe weather or periods of high tenant  
 turnover. Estimated date for completion after  
 initial assessment provided within 24 hours.

DAMAGE: Security deposits and damage  
 billing protocols are clearly identified in the  
 leasing process.

MOISTURE: No evidence of excessive  
 moisture, mold, or mildew.

LIGHTING: All light fixtures in good repair. 

PEST/VERMIN-FREE

STRUCTURE: No cracks, holes, or signs of  
 leaking in walls, ceilings, or on floors.

APPLIANCES: Unit has working refrigerator  
 and stove (no hotplates). Clothes dryer  
 properly vented to exterior. 

CARPETS: Cleaned prior to new tenant.

KEYS: Access is strictly controlled and  
 documented.

EXTERIOR LIGHTS: Emergency lights, exit  
 lights, and signs are operating and inspected  
 annually.

ADDRESS: Numbers in place and visible.

GREENERY: Landscaping is trimmed and
 maintained, allowing clear line of sight from  
 interior of building to exterior grounds.

TRASH/RECYCLING: Property is free of  
 disorderly accumulation of storage or trash.

OUTSIDE FURNITURE: No upholstered  
 furniture on exterior patios, balconies, porches,  
 or decks.

EXTERIOR STRUCTURE: Stairways, decks,  
 porches, balconies in good repair and able 
 to support intended loads; guards and  
 handrails intact. All stairways clear of storage  
 and obstruction.

POOLS: Proper barriers in place.

PARKING: Property parking program in place  
 to identify vehicles that do not belong there. 
 No vehicles without license plates or   
 abandoned vehicles on property.

Students who don’t sign leases early in the fall will not 
receive housing for the following year. (It’s not true.)

It’s a Myth ...

Deciding where to live is an important decision. Take your time 
and remember: 

• Despite rumors, no housing shortage exists in the UVA area. On the contrary, you can find an 
 abundance of options.
• Leasing companies in the UVA area have available apartments throughout the year.
• Although leasing opens early, students still find housing in prime locations well into the spring semester.
• Apartments are still available in the summer.
• If you do sign a lease, take your time to carefully review it. Once signed, you are legally obligated.



resourcesAPARTMENT AND HOME SAFETY

FIRE AND SAFETY
911 
Students should always call 911 in the event 
of an emergency. 

Charlottesville Fire Department 
434.970.3240 
For questions about city fire/building codes 
or fire safety procedures. 

City Property Maintenance Inspector 
434.970.3184
UVA funds a full-time City Property 
Maintenance Inspector to help address fire 
and other safety concerns of students living 
in neighborhoods surrounding the University. 
Students with a safety or building-related 
concern should first contact their landlord 
or property manager. If safety issues are not 
corrected in a timely manner, then contact 
the Property Maintenance Inspector at the 
above number or at fabioa@charlottesville.
org. By law, the lessee, not the parent, 
must call. For more information about 
Charlottesville’s Code of Ordinances: www.
charlottesville.org/Index.aspx?page=1276. 

UVA Fire Safety Program  
434.982.4914
For fire safety tips and evacuation planning.

Stop and Knock Campaign  
Fire, city, and UVA officials walk door to door 
each fall, visiting student neighborhoods to 
answer questions or concerns; help with 
smoke alarms, exit planning, and other 
general safety; and to provide educational 
materials.

*Source: U.S. Fire Administration for fires between 2000 and 2015.

TRANSPORTATION
Free Ride on City Buses 
Students can ride the Charlottesville Area 
Transit (CAT) for free with a valid UVA ID. 
www.catchthecat.org

UVA Safe Ride  
434.242.1122 
Safe Ride is UVA’s on-demand van shuttle 
service providing students with safe 
transportation in lieu of walking alone after 
UTS buses are out of service. An app is 
available at http://translocrider.com.

UVA RESOURCES
Off-Grounds Housing 
434.924.3736 • housing@virginia.edu
Find off-Grounds listings: 
www.virginia.edu/housing/offgrounds

Office of the Dean of Students 
434.924.7133 • odos@virginia.edu
For any general student concerns: 
www.virginia.edu/deanofstudents

Student Legal Services 
434.924.7524 
For free or low-fee legal services on a variety of 
matters, including landlord/tenant and leases. 
www.student.virginia.edu/~stud-leg/index.shtml

UVA Police Department 
911 for Emergencies 
Non-emergency 434.924.7166 
www.virginia.edu/uvapolice

OTHER SAFETY MEASURES
• Keep doors and windows locked.
• Use outdoor lighting.
• Make sure shrubs and trees are trimmed  
 to prevent the possibility of prowlers hiding  
 in dense, darkened areas.
• If you see any of the following, immediately  
 call 911: a prowler; someone peeping   
 into a residence; an individual who seems 
 out of place and is watching, photographing
 or filming an area; or any other behavior  
 that under the circumstances seems odd  
 or suspicious.
• Ask repair and maintenance workers for  
 identification.
• Work with your neighbors and fellow
 community members to ensure a safe   
 environment.
• During long breaks, take valuables home
 so they do not remain in the house or   
 apartment.
• Never hesitate to call 911 if an individual 
 or situation seems suspicious.

FIRE SAFETY
• Across the country, 94 percent of fatal fires involving  
 students occurred in off-campus housing.* 
• The biggest cause of fires resulting in student 
 fatalities was smoking, and half of those fatalities   
 involved couches.* Most rental contracts prohibit   
 upholstered furniture on porches or decks. If 
 there, remove them immediately. 
• Have working smoke detectors on each floor 
 and test them weekly.
• Be aware that one of the biggest causes of fire 
 in all types of residences is unattended cooking.
• Know the location of exits and keep them clear.
• Prepare an evacuation plan and practice it.
• If a working fire extinguisher is not provided,   
 purchase one and put it in the kitchen.
• In case of a fire: evacuate, call 911, and do 
 not re-enter.
• Designate a place outside to gather and to ensure  
 that everyone is safe.
• The University and city of Charlottesville have   
 resources to help you. Take advantage of them.
• View the University’s video on fire safety: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpKzdu77m-I




